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is able to register easy successes. But later it will become
evident that everything that it has credited itself with building
is weak and rickety, because it runs contrary to nature, contrary
to the deepest of men's instincts, contrary to the whole spirit
of European civilization.
Never did a Government have a finer chance of serving both
the recovery of its own nation and the creation of a common
supernational order than the new German Government of
January 1933. A powerful Germany, ready to assume leader-
ship in honourable and statesmanly collaboration with the
smaller States, instead of dominating them, would have had
in its hands the key positions of European advance.   This
opportunity, which would have given Germany the prospects
of initiatives of a very different and far superior sort to the
present, was realized at the time.  It was realized by some of
the German Nationalists and especially of the Young Con-
servatives; by Edgar J. Jung, von Papen's private secretary, by
the Herrenklub, and by some influential practical politicians.
I directed my own efforts along these lines. It was no Utopian
effort. But it was the direct opposite of the course pursued by
National Socialist nihilism.   In  1933 it was by no means
inevitable that this doctrincless nihilist revolution should obtain
the mastery over the nation and its future. By violent means
National Socialism has for the present determined Germany's
course both at home and abroad. But its victory need not be
final. Even to-day it is possible resolutely to make an end of
the revolution, to overcome the drift to anarchy, and to return
not only in home but in foreign policy to the ideas which, as is
even plainer to-day than six years ago, alone offer the possi-
bility of a permanent restoration of Germany's rank in Europe,
and of avoiding the war which would bring world revolution
irrevocably into being.
"We, perhaps with the whole of the world to-day," said the
Prussian Conservative von Radowitz, friend of the King of